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<+ames Britt ~Donovan,

came the key man in the ne

s, - . o'
tiations which culminated in tg;ie
s:uccessful swap of U2 pilot
Gary Powers for the Russian
esgonage agent,

dere is the dramatic chain of

events which led to freed
bognts Which led 9 freedom for

In late 1960, Dorovan re.

A ; who
was the original court-a int

I court-appointe
attorney for Red spy Cgl. Rvj
dolf Abel, switched sides and be-

ceived a letter from Abel's wi

postmarked East Get‘méj); WSIfleé
appealed for her husband"s re-
Jease. Donovan notified the Jus-
tice Dept., and, at its suggestion
he answered the letter, lrecomZ

just been elec
yet in office.

mendation,

Heed Cozart, the Justive De
gardon attorney.

mending that she write dj

: irect
to President Kemnedy, who hzg
ted but was not

Mrs, Abel followed his r(:r'om-’
dispatching a l"' |
. oa lelter!
to t}le.Presxdent, who turned iri
over—in normal procednre—to |

nt.

Cazart reiected her yeoect ThI

N

JAMES DONCVAN
A “sclf-sacrificing” task.

free Abel, saying there weie 1l-1
suificient grounds tor pardon or
commutation of his JU-year
sentence. ‘

There then followed an ex-
change of letters between Mrs.
Abel and Donovan “discussing
the possibilities of Abel's re-
jease.”

#inally, when it .gppeared to
Dangyan. and the Justigh Dept.

that theRerwere grgungs for
‘negofiations, ",V 0 NAYRH ¥as
authorized by tn*¢ depariffjent to

o to East rlin, B

‘rhe. time was approximately,
‘zaur weeks ago.
" At that point, Donovan' doffed
"his role as defense attprney. and
took on the equally difficult
tusk as U. S. negotiator. i

Fizd RFK’s Approval

" 1I¢ arrived in East Berlin two
weeks ago with a letter from

Cozart indicating that the U. 5.1

government might be willing to
commute Abel’s sentence “under
nroper eircumstances.”

' Donovan negotiated in Ea

bory Kennedy. :
officials would
ain
st.Per-
fin, or whether he had the aid
of U. S. officials-in Berlip or
elsewhere,

- However, before Robert Fen-
nedy left for his trip on i'cb.
1, he and President Kennedy
signed an erder: commuiing
AbéTrs sentence ta time served,
effective the moment of ex-
change of Powers for Abgl -
The Swap Comes Through’

elal o
Justice Dept.
not say on Saturday with,

finally made. Washington. offi-
cials considered it a faif ex-
‘change. , C
t~ And “thus ended the’ efforts
of_the slow-speaking, degisive
lawyer from Brooklyn who be-
lieves in paying more than lip
service 10 the principles of “fair
play.” .

Even as the news of the ex-
change was being broken in
Washinglon, Donovan wa§ still
on his way home from Ey:rope.

=%

‘This wgs done with the ap-
oroval- of U. S. Attorney Gen-

His wite, Mary, said early »at-
jurday wmorning that her hus-
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Early Saturday, the swap was

pand was traveling in England
and-Scotland, and she expected
him io arrive here Monday.
When It Began = N
Donovan—whg séived as a
prosceator during’ the: Nurem-
nurg trials and was .an OSS
rounsel during World War 11—
hegan his thankless task of de-
fter Abel's ar-
on agents on

.

Jlune 2%, 1957.7 e
Hi was appointed to the job
on Aug.i20, by Federdl Judge
Matthew. T. Abruzzo,, after his
name was submitted a com-
miftee of the Brogklyn Bar
gociatjon.

4l was surprised by the wave
of shostility ‘I encountered,” he
later sald, revealing that even
his four children had beeh forZed
to su:ffer taunts at school.

“rriends. of miné who are
mare knbwing in political ways
thdn I, told me I was, naive. But
it swould seem so ohyvious that
it’s an inherent part of our way
of iiife that everyone is enhitled

Donovar, Wit Ve i S £ 005
pect Park Waesi, fought for an
appeal on Abel's conviction all
the way up to the Supreme
Court, even though he donated
the $10,000 counsel fee he re-
ceived to TFordham University
and Columbia Law School.
Chief Justice Warren said of
fthe tenacious attorney: “I think
I can say that in my time on
this court no man has under-
taken a more arduous, more
self-sacrificing task.”

Last year, the stocky, white-
haired attorney. was named as
an unsalaried vice president of
the.newly formed Board of Edu-
cation—and once again he dem-
onstrated his belief in fair play.

Donovan angrily castigated
the leaking to newspapers of a
confidential Board report not
yet official in which a special
trial examiner had recommend-
ed the dismissal of then-sus-
pended Deputy Supt. of Schools
Joseph R. Weiss on grounds of
misconduct.

Such action, he said, was not

{ Fonght to Suprente Court

.+ fair to the acrused.
/
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